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Paiwan space position Through Place-Name Narratives: A Case Study

of Tjucuqu a Pana (the Dazhu Gaoxi River Basin)

Tung Yi-Jia

Abstract

This study is based on fifteen relatively complete place-name narratives
of the Paiwan people in the Dazhu River Basin, collected through fieldwork,
and treats these narratives as primary texts for analysis. Adopting a narrative
approach, the research examines the structural composition of these stories,
which can be divided into three stages: “origin” (pre-movement), “journey”
(during movement), and “outcome” (post-movement). By analyzing the
spatial trajectories of actions within these narratives and correlating them
with actual geographical locations, the study seeks to elucidate the naming
logic and spatial orientation embedded in the Paiwan people’s understanding
of the river basin. Grounded in local narratives and spatial experience, this
research proposes an analytical perspective for interpreting Indigenous
place-naming systems and their relationship with the land. It aims to open up
diverse pathways for exploring spatial perception, meaning-making, and

knowledge construction in relation to place.

Keywords: Paiwan, Dazhu Gaoxi River, place-name narratives, spatial

orientation
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