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From Wenwang Temple to Cihang Temple, the preservation of Xiyu

Tower Lanterns - Digital Humanities Text
Shie Ying-xing

Abstract

The documents are divided into paper documents and non-paper
documents, and also include the elders who understand the history. With the
theme of "Texts of Digital Humanities", we talked about the old cultural
relics related to the Xiyu Tower Lantern preserved in the Wenwang Temple
and Cihang Temple in Waiyan, as well as the relevant records in the past, and
discussed the text coverage of the document collection and digitization
process.

First, we compared the inscriptions on the different versions of the
Penghu Hall Records with the texts on the stone tablets, and learned about
the precious information preserved on the personnel, process, operation and
management of the Xiyu Tower Lantern.

Later, photographs were used to verify the physical and written records,
such as the stone gourd, the glass-surrounded top floor, the octagonal tower
lamp and the stone relief statues, supplemented by inscriptions and the
written records of foreign scholars' visits to Penghu, which served as a

verification and reference.

Keywords : Xiyu Tower Light ~ Digital Humanities - text
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After a day's rest I took a stroll over the island and visited the light
house at the south end. This was built and is kept up by Chinese,
and is unique. It is solidly built of Amoy granite, and is a pagoda of
four sides and four stories, and about thirty feet in height. In every
face of each story there is an image of the goddess of sailors, carved
in bas relief, in the granite. In a tomb like room in the lower story
there was a wooden image of the goddess, with joss sticks
continually burning before her. The light house keeper was a priest
( Buddhist I believe) and was said to abstain from meat, and all
worldly pleasures. A pair of divining sticks, made of bamboo roots,
lay before the goddess, and the sailors resort here to pray for lucky
voyages~ The light itself, which seemed to be rather a secondary
matter, was a large lamp fed with peanut oil. The glass about it was
so dimmed with clay that had been blown against it, that I could
hardly see the sea through it. The island of Sayson, as well as the

others about it, seems to be one solid mass of basaltic rock, which
shows in columnar form in the cliffs along the sea. ( #k5+ 7 # # :
ANEE- Rk L2 JI*F'“&;« B ow ol FREARE
BRI o e R EE A FAp 2Ry Fak ERAFY

Lip- p- e BEY AP P d  2F TR Lo B
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