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Investigation of the railway system in Keelung County during the Japanese

occupation: a case study of Chinese poetry

Chou Chi-ren

Abstract

The Port of Keelung has been active on the world stage since the Age of
Discovery. The Qing Dynasty regarded Taiwan as the key to the southeastern
provinces, not only set up new national defense facilities, Liu Mingchuan
presided over the new policy, but also built the railway between Keelung and
Hsinchu to activate transportation. Since the Japanese occupation, in
addition to expanding railway, greater efforts have been made to rebuild the
port of Keelung and become a connecting port between Taiwan and Japan,
which has also made Keelung the largest port in Taiwan.

Keelung Port is located at the northern end of Taiwan, adjacent to the
ocean, and has a superior geographical location. The fjord topography also
creates a natural lake with deep water. The suburbs are rich in coal mines
and provide an endless supply of machinery and equipment such as trains,
ships, factories, etc. fuel to drive industrial development. Most of these
mines are located on mountain tops and sea cliffs. In an era when road
transportation was underdeveloped, light railways were used to transport
minerals, providing momentum for Taiwan's industry to go global.

In addition to the government-operated railways such as the Central
Railway, Yilan Line, and Pingxi Line, Keelung also has light railways
crisscrossing the city streets, going to Jinshan, Wanli, Ruifang, and even as
far as Jiufen and Badouzi. During the Japanese colonial period, railways
were mostly built near mountains and seas. The poet rode on a hand-operated
trolley and faced the mighty ocean or towering hills.

This article attempts to combine light railways with poetry as a

cross-border research. In addition to Chinese poetry, it also refers to



i]f@

f

contemporary newspapers, periodicals, local chronicles, and on-the-spot
investigations... to conduct combing and integration. Poems are expressed
from the heart. Through poems, they not only describe the scenery along the
way, share the riding experience, but also build a private transportation
network for energy, goods and people in Keelung Port, and present a new

vision of marine culture.

Keywords: Keelung, railway, Chinese poetry, Japanese colonial period,

carbon mine
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