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Chapel for China
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CHAPEL FOR CHINA

This article was first published
in the March 1957 issue of
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On a dusty, windswept hillside above the Formosan
city of Taichung, a shape of strangely delicate, sweep-
ing beauty will soon rise from the center of the campus
of Tunghai University, Free China's first Christian col-
lege. It will be a chapel enclosed by four warped planes
resting lightly on the ground, barely touching each
other across strips of glass at the top and sides, Here,
probably for the first time, the geometry of the hyper-
bolic paraboloid will be laid on its side, springing
directly from the earth to form a gently sculptured tent.
Inside, the curving shells will subtly mold the space,
allowing it to billow out horizontally from the entrance
to the widest point at the crossing, then in again to
focus attention at the altar (see plan above). Overhead,
the curves will sail upward, gathering the space below
and projecting it to the infinite through a bright slit
of light that runs the length of the ridge. This skylight,
and the vertical sidelights facing toward the altar, will
give seulptural modeling to the shells’ curved cheeks,
Although the chapel's opposing shells appear to be
leaning on each other, they actually need only very
tenuous connections across the slot at the top, for the
forces within the gently curved shapes are such that
the two shells on the same side support each other. The
shells will be rigid but able to “breathe”; cach plane |
probably will be built in three sections with a core grid
of 2 x 6's or 2 x 8% dwiched | di; 1
sheathing on opposite sides. Once in place the sections
will receive a final layer of shiplap on both faces, form-
ing a staunch five-ply structure. |
Built for the United Board of Christian Higher Edu-
cation in Asia, the 500-seat chapel is financed by a grant
from the Henry Luce Foundation, which was established
by Henry R. Luce to honor the memory of his missionary
father. The design was contributed by Ieoh Ming Pei.
Associates: C. K. Chang and C. K. Chen. Structural
engineer: Georgio Baroni of Roberts & Schaefer.

o
Giraceful interior ia topped Chapel stands 72 high, is
by a narrow skylight, At thus a landmark at cen-




