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during the late Han dynasty. The Buddhist-monk-translators coming
to China during that time translated a variety of Indian Buddhist texts
which were not categorized; it’s so called the first period of the
Buddhist scripture translation. During the Six Dynasties, because
Buddhism began to flourish in China, a great many Buddhist texts
translated into Chinese appeared and meanwhile, the translation
skills were gradually improved as well; throughout the history of
translations, it is epochal and worthy of further exploration.
Therefore, this content focuses on the literary features of the Chinese
translation of verses of the Lotus Sutra during the Six Dynasties.
There are three translations of the Lotus Sutra into Chinese. Because
Kumarajiva’s version is accurate, readable, comprehensible and
popular, it is used as the basis for this research.

The genre of the Chinese translation of Buddhist scriptures
composes of short declarative discourses and verses; the former is a
kind of prose and the latter includes gatha and geya. The content of
this research focuses on verses, gatha and geya, including three parts:
first, the definition of gatha and geya as well as the dissimilarities
between them; secondly, the overall features of various verses
translated during the Six Dynasties and the features of the verses of
the Lotus Sutra translated by Kumarajiva; lastly, the Chinese rhetoric
techniques used and their application to the Lotus Sutra. The Lotus
Sutra delivers a wonderful dharma from the Buddha. There is a rich
literary flavor in this sutra because Kumarajiva not only emphasized
the theme of a text but also applied many rhetoric techniques to the
texts, such as metaphor, symbolism, hyperbole, parallelism, climax,
manifestation and so on. He adopted a new methodology for the
Buddhist scripture translation.

Keywords: gatha, geya, the Lotus Sutra, Chinese verses of Buddhist

scriptures, rhetoric techniques
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