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In Search of Law, Confucian Etiquette, and Literary Talent in
Volume 520 of ""Wen-yuan ying-hua™
Li-chun Chen
Abstract

In Imperial China, judgments are the adjudicative documents made by
officials. Until the Tang Dynasty, writing judgments is a basic skill for the
intellectuals under the official instating system. Content of the instating
examinations is various, and not only focus on issues of the law. The book
“Wen-yuan ying-hua” collected over one thousand judgments written in
parallel prose, a common type of writing in the Tang Dynasty. As a written
practice for the civil service examination, most judgments in Tang Dynasty
are fictitious. In other words, unlike a real judgement, it is only imitational.
From a lot of fiction and historical books, we can figure that for the
intellectuals of the Tang Dynasty making imitational judgments is a common
fashion. From the Han dynasty, judging by Confucian classics had become a
convention. This tradition was followed in the judgments of the book
“Wen-yuan ying-hua”. Allusions used in the book are taken from not only
Confucian classics but also other classics. By the opinion of people in the
Tang Dynasty, excellence of knowledge and the writing style are the key
criteria for selecting a good judgment. Because of free use of allusions and
writing in parallel prose, the intellectuals are able to show off their literary
talents. In Volume 520 of the book "Wen-yuan ying-hua", the funeral category
is mostly involved with Confucian Etiquette. This essay is in search of
content of Confucian classics used in it, and discuses how the intellectuals of
the Tang Dynasty form this genre of the law, Confucian Etiquette, and literary
talent.

Keywords: Wen-yuan ying-hua, Imitational Judgment, Judging by Confucian

Classics, Confucian Etiquette, Kai-yuan Etiquette, to Include

Etiquette into Legal System
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