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The Colorist of Old Days:
Cultural Significance of Colorizing Historical Photography by
Prince Wang
Wu Yu-Fan ~ Babadun Runi
Abstract
Due to the historical preservation conditions, objects within a library's
collection of historical images may suffer from issues such as acidification,
fading, brittleness, damage, or pest infestations. Consequently, restoration
efforts often resort to digital techniques due to limitations in traditional

restoration methods and cost considerations. This digital approach aims to
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mitigate the adverse effects and distractions experienced when viewing these
historical artifacts. Beyond restoration, there is a growing discourse within
the cultural collections field on how to enhance people's comprehension of
the content depicted in these images.

In recent years, increasing social and cultural awareness has led the
public to develop a heightened interest in the stories and backgrounds behind
old photographs. There is also a notable acceptance of the practice of adding
color to black and white photographs. This paper conducts a literature
analysis to examine the evolution of computer-based auto-coloring
technology and the resurgence of hand-painted digital coloring methods in
the past. Additionally, it delves into the "Taiwan Antique Photos Coloring
Club"(4 %+ B E + ¢ 4 ®) and interviews its founder, Prince Wang(2 +
#8 ), in order to gain insights into the society's establishment, its objectives,
and the cultural significance it ascribes to the act of coloring black and
white photos. This study ultimately seeks to uncover the nuanced cultural
implications associated with the coloring of historical images.

Keywords : Black and White Photos, Artificial Intelligence Coloring,
Hand-Painted Digital Coloring, Prince Wang, Taiwan Antique
Photos Coloring Club
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' Auschwitz Memorial: “Auschwitz color photo: 'Aktion Zamo$¢”, access from:

https://twitter.com/auschwitzmuseum/status/1046296811516899328, 2018/9/16.
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B] 1 : Color photo of girl at Auschwitz strikes chord

7 kR © Alexander Pearson: “Color photo of girl at Auschwitz strikes chord”, access

from: https://www.dw.com/en/colorized-photo-of-girl-at-auschwitz-strikes-
chord-on-social-media/a-43033478, 2018/3/19.
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? Erika Kokay: “Auschwitz color photo: 'A 14-year-old girl, not just a statistic”, access

from: https://p.dw.com/p/2vONi, 2020/11/22.
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T. Welsh, M. Ashikhmin, and K. Mueller: TransferringColor to Greyscale Images

(Proceedings of SIGGRAPH, 2002).

G. Di Blasi, D. Reforgiato: Fast Colorization of Gray Images (Eurographics Ital, 2003); T.

Chen, Y. Wang, V. Schillings, and C. Meinel: Grayscale Image Matting and Colorization

(Proceedings of Asian Conference on Computer Vision, 2004), pp. 1164-1169.
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45 > ZZ 7 Algorithmia Colorize Photos » ColouriseSG ~ Image Colorizer ~
Colorize.cc =7 [ [ & E'I?t;’eké E’???ﬁfi & ﬁlﬁ}?‘q—ﬂ% Elgﬁj By R PR
o T BT R 5 <R e -

14

Algorithmia Colorize Photos» "7 Il Algorithmia * RIS 2017 F g

[Pﬂ[ﬁ?ﬁﬁl B 3F+J§rﬁ: API F' *Jtﬁ,ﬂgzﬁ.ﬁkf ISLUEE ,i@glrﬁf;ﬁ K :t—Jr*l~\—“Fi',“|§[J

fN]
P S - EUE R i 0T SR T Tmagenet BYRI Y 100 ﬁ LS
TR .I\WEJ qﬁﬂ};ﬁgﬂi@ R LY BB T RLENT Richard Zhang o
Phillip Isola 7 Alexei A. Efros W fjll i 1 &R iR < i frik 8028 (Y
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o

Colorlze Photo

rningto Autornatically Co Lo:—le-

Colorize a photo

Paste the URL to an image or @ UPLOAD

Or, try these sample images:

ﬁﬁmﬁl

B 4 : Algorithmia Colorize Photos
F 4L kR : Colorize Photos: “Colorize Photos”, access from:

https://demos.algorithmia.com/colorize-photos, 2021/3/25.

ColouriseSG » 11 ff | & 570 i 4 4 o % 59 o < BURUS) -
NN A I %ﬁ%*’ipﬂ’@ﬂl 27 FJ VIR fgaE s o b e A S
i I'F; , [MPJE;,E IR o RS S RO o BT A R
?7'1 FITER B 7778 1 P ]E 2 5 5 Fﬁm[, (Generatlve Adversarial Network, GAN )
ESEE AN ?“}{f]’ ’-}E%&,ﬁl’ﬁfﬁ Fo IR 2 E Google Cloud Platform [EEE G

14" Colorize Photos: “Colorize Photos”, access from:

https://demos.algorithmia.com/colorize-photos, 2021/3/25.
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white photos

Bl 5 : ColouriseSG
7 kiR © ColouriseSG: “ColouriseSG”, access from: https://colourise.sg/, 2021/3/25.

Image Colorizer > [P - E\[ FUB e IS g s~
& I";f@ﬁ”ﬁﬁ%?'H SR “L"I{ZEFF i PEE SR 355 0 ) R R e IR o g
BTG o AR RS B R R T A
ﬂﬂﬂdf%wwg ~@m’wﬂ@wﬁgd%®ﬁﬁww e
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5 ColouriseSG: “ColouriseSG”, access from: https://colourise.sg/, 2021/3/25.
'® Image Colorizer: “Image Colorizer”, access from: https://imagecolorizer.com/, 2021/3/25.

7" Colorize.cc: “Colorize.cc”, access from: https://colorize.cc/, 2021/3/25.
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IMAGE COLORIZER

We use Al'technolog

Al Colorize! B3
Colorize black and white

Bl 6 : Image Colorizer
7L kR : Image Colorizer: “Image Colorizer”, access from:

https://imagecolorizer.com/, 2021/3/25.

@ o core Lrss

Colorize photo online

B 7 : Colorize.cc

F oL k& 1 Colorize.cc: “Colorize.cc”, access from: https://colorize.cc/, 2021/3/25.
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