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The Animal Worlds in Mirror Image:
Narrative Patterns and Thematic Meanings in Chen Chi-yuan's Fable

Picture Books

Abstract
Through the animal fables in Chen Chi-yuan's picture books, this paper

analyzes the narrative techniques and the hidden thematic meanings to reveal

C R [l
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the implications.In order of preference, I discuss the allegorical techniques
and narrative patterns in Chen Chi-yuan's picture books to reveal the
multiple variations, including single, dual-viewpoint, and unobtrusive
character narratives. The multiple flow of viewpoints makes the stories
brilliant and highlighted. Furthermore, in the way of "using the other as a
metaphor", the allegorical narrative style reveals the polymorphic structure
skills of animal fables. Moreover, the thematic implications are love and
tolerance of human nature, various topics and contents, and the resumption of
authenticity. In addition, by different expression ways, "meaning within words"
and "meaning outside words" / "explanatory style" and "comprehensive style",
to discuss on how to decipher the hidden meanings of fables. In summary,
the characteristics and styles of Chen Chi-yuan's picture books are come up

with a final review.

Keywords: Pingtung studies, picture book literature, fables, animal fables,

Chen Chi-yuan.
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