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An investigation of the rise of Hokkien ballads in Taiwan—taking
"Banqiao Woman'" as an example
Chou Chi-ren

Abstract

Since the railway was opened to traffic in the 41st year of Meiji (1908),
train transportation has changed people's transportation habits and made the
north and south more convenient and accessible. In addition to enjoying the
convenience brought by technology, Taiwanese people have also turned the
journeys they experienced during the ride and the cultural customs of
various places into songs. Although these songs were not composed or
written by famous artists, they are very popular with the general public
because of their fresh tunes and lively lyrics. It was so loved that it quickly
spread among the people and became a folk song.

Taiwan has a diverse ethnic group, and each ethnic group has created
songs. The railway runs through the western plains, and most of the places it
passes through are plains. Therefore, the majority of train songs are
composed by the ethnic groups in Taiwan. Among the many train ballads in
Taiwan, the most popular ones are "The train is starting" and "The train is
about to go". They are spread throughout Taiwan and have the characteristics
of folk literature such as oral transmission, collectiveness, variability...

"The Train Sets Off" was first seen in Li Xianzhang's Taiwan Folk
Literature. It has no title and is a seven-character and four-sentence song.
The folk song was composed by Lin Fuyu, and the track was named "Banqiao
Woman". In 1980, Wilderness Trio reinterpreted the song and released the
album of the same name titled Taiwanese Folk Songs: Banqgiao Woman by
"Banqiao Woman". The singing is accompanied by the sound of the train
moving and the platform lunch box hawking, which brings out the
characteristics of Taiwan's railways. The tune is fresh and fast-paced, and it
is easy to mix the chorus and even perform it together. It has become a

common repertoire in major chorus performances in Taiwan.
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As the popularity of television increases, mass communication becomes
more developed, making "Banqiao Woman" familiar to the public. This study
will use "Banqiao Woman" as a basis to explore the related forms of ballads
that emerged in Taiwan's Hokkien folk songs. Through collection,
organization, and analysis, we will explore the distribution and evolution of
the ballads, and explore the content and era of the ballads. significance.
Keywords: folk literature, Hokkien songs, Taiwanese ballads, train

departure, Banqiao woman
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