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Recall the light and sweet memories of a hundred years ago—
A Study of Chinese Poems on Light Railways in Taichung Area during

the Japanese Occupation

Abstract

In 1895, after the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895, Taiwan
became a Japanese colony. In order to achieve effective military,
political, and economic rule, the colonial government specially
built a continuous railway. In April of Meiji 41 (1908), the old
mountain line was completed, and the most difficult section of the
Taiwanese railway from Huludun to Sanchahe was officially
opened to traffic. On October 24 of the same year, the all-pass
railway was opened in Taichung Park.

During the Japanese occupation, Taichung was the last area
where the longitudinal railway line was opened to traffic. However,
due to its rich natural resources and its geographic location in the
center of Taiwan, Taichung has rapidly developed into a
transportation hub, which can be said to be the biggest beneficiary
of railway construction. At that time, Taichung's highway system
was not yet complete. In order to connect the surrounding cities
with traffic and transportation, the construction of light railroads
was extremely important. Private handcart and sugar factory
railways were connected in all directions, like blood vessels
spreading across central cities and towns.

The historical data of railways during the Japanese
Occupation period are preserved. Most of the light cars are mainly
based on the statistics of the passing routes and the passenger and
freight volume. They are even out of order, lacking humanistic
temperature. And now, with the construction of Taichung's

transportation and urban development, the Ilight railway in
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Taichung area gradually became a historical relic during the
Japanese occupation, and even disappeared. It is a pity that most of
the older generations have faded and there is no way to consult.
There are not many books on railway literature in Taiwan, and
those who target traditional Chinese poetry are especially rare. It
is a pity that there are many difficulties in studying railway culture
during the Japanese Occupation.

This article examines and examines the hand-carried trolleys

in the four areas of "mountain", "

sea", "tun" and "city" in Taichung
during the Japanese occupation, and the Yuemei and Zhongnan
Line Sugar Factory Railway as the research objects. The records of
traditional Chinese poetry of the period are the main reference
historical materials. The false chapter is a car, and the text is a
track. It is an attempt to combine the description of traditional
Chinese poetry to outline the development of the track in Taichung
during the Japanese Occupation, so as to lead readers to relive the
light railway style a hundred years ago and recall sweet historical
memories.

Keywords: Japanese rule, Taichung area, light railway, railway

literature, traditional Chinese poetry
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