%ﬁw

G TER R HET L RBRF A SRR E S L F RN
fianBpkfeh o viRF T S PHERNS G RTH T o L BT
FARETEY TER I A AT Lo b2 ERAFNFHFT LT
FHBBAOPF A F® BEHEgrOBFad > & 45HF - 34 e

oI F RGNS REE F'Kfc,;j;'_%‘%ﬁ',& r%ﬁﬁy 2 Mg

)
RHELFpHEEDF > 2035 F 30000 2 RER&F
ERAR ST RHENL3 aFEAFad ~ Y BEE - %XHES
b Ean TER&E 0 L FE R FL - fAapAl A L b g
BATPRT > ATBARABTT S APT UARER LT DLEAG » 0 A
WEE S EFR AP I TR RF e RO RRE RS
BIFEE S AP FR &3P LB A
PAERTER  &E b ReE) o HEHE > @R G
PR B REFRE ST Arrk Lz o R R 0 AT g Y
B ARG e R KA ENLIREE LY > R EFEE AF
P2 EGRTRRANLER TR 25 - B RGN E R
B

o

4?}

>

AP R PR RO RTFARKTLREHS WL

FERTFR KT o EY G R A E R FE 7

o BETER  &TALRD ATE
R Y 2 R

;T\;EN;{WB ’/fk\:\:' E @ EF—,E’LE-ﬁ_ET B
UEES EREEEE S S

Mk @ AR ¥ ~ TR &F ~ E R ¥~ ENEd o AR PR

s,

1 [Esﬁ[_f I:[[E‘F—k‘zﬁ I[[Ey[jij =S ]‘ﬁlq s [Esz[—;ff‘jlz[lflﬁ—l\ ‘\T E’jjfﬁ‘l?&?ﬁ:



PRTETSP IR BRAR T 55

The Artistic Characteristics of Taiwanese Hakka "Facetious' Stories

Abstract

“Facetiousness” refers to rhetorics and behaviors that break away from
normality, exceed the norms, but serve as a foil to the folly and blind spots
of human beings—absurd and ridiculous, yet harmless to audiences and
readers. Taiwanese Hakka folk tales are littered with “facetious” ingredients,
such as stories about dreams of “making a fortune” blended with surrealism,
funny stories about resourceful characters, ignorant stories about fools, or
stories of crooks and penny-pinchers, and even coarse erotic stories; all
filled with popular “facetiousness”, the “humorous culture” flavor of life.

According to the texts I have acquired so far, there are at least 300
Hakka facetious stories, accounting for one-third of all Taiwanese Hakka
folk tales. I do not consider those various and colorful “facetious” stories as
a category; instead, I take a higher perspective to view the various facets of
“facetious” stories comprehensively—artistic characteristics, the human
comedy of “facetious” characters, erotic stories, “making a fortune” blended
with imagination, praying for children, and marriage stories, and explore the
collective consciousness and cultural spirits within these stories.

Most Taiwanese Hakka “facetious” stories are short with simple plot,
yet worth revisiting endlessly with their distinct satirical style and peculiar
artistic characteristics. It is due to the rich and diverse plot structures and
techniques enhancing their artistic performance and effectiveness, that these
stories could reflect the outlook of daily life, express thoughts and feelings
of common people, and simultaneously achieve a higher level of artistic
characteristics.

In this article 1 observe all Hakka folk tales currently published
throughout Taiwan, to explore how Taiwanese Hakka “facetious” stories use
language and words to describe, express and convey “facetiousness”, as well
as their specific methods of expression. First, I analyze the narrative
patterns of “facetious” stories. Then I narrate the plot arrangement of

“facetious” stories from the persepctives of character’s behaviors, events
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and scenarios. In the last part, I draw upon the parody theory to expound the
various techniques of expression of “facetious” stories via the three aspects
of language, rhetorics and logic, thereby revealing the artistic fascination

within Taiwanese Hakka “facetious” stories.

Keywords: Folk tales, “facetious” stories, Taiwanese Hakka stories, artistic

characteritics, techniques of expression.
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