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The Artistic Characteristics of Taiwanese Hakka "Facetious' Stories

Abstract

“Facetiousness” refers to rhetorics and behaviors that break away from
normality, exceed the norms, but serve as a foil to the folly and blind spots
of human beings—absurd and ridiculous, yet harmless to audiences and
readers. Taiwanese Hakka folk tales are littered with “facetious” ingredients,
such as stories about dreams of “making a fortune” blended with surrealism,
funny stories about resourceful characters, ignorant stories about fools, or
stories of crooks and penny-pinchers, and even coarse erotic stories; all
filled with popular “facetiousness”, the “humorous culture” flavor of life.

According to the texts I have acquired so far, there are at least 300
Hakka facetious stories, accounting for one-third of all Taiwanese Hakka
folk tales. I do not consider those various and colorful “facetious” stories as
a category; instead, I take a higher perspective to view the various facets of
“facetious” stories comprehensively—artistic characteristics, the human
comedy of “facetious” characters, erotic stories, “making a fortune” blended
with imagination, praying for children, and marriage stories, and explore the
collective consciousness and cultural spirits within these stories.

Most Taiwanese Hakka “facetious” stories are short with simple plot,
yet worth revisiting endlessly with their distinct satirical style and peculiar
artistic characteristics. It is due to the rich and diverse plot structures and
techniques enhancing their artistic performance and effectiveness, that these
stories could reflect the outlook of daily life, express thoughts and feelings
of common people, and simultaneously achieve a higher level of artistic
characteristics.

In this article 1 observe all Hakka folk tales currently published
throughout Taiwan, to explore how Taiwanese Hakka “facetious” stories use
language and words to describe, express and convey “facetiousness”, as well
as their specific methods of expression. First, I analyze the narrative
patterns of “facetious” stories. Then I narrate the plot arrangement of

“facetious” stories from the persepctives of character’s behaviors, events
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and scenarios. In the last part, I draw upon the parody theory to expound the
various techniques of expression of “facetious” stories via the three aspects
of language, rhetorics and logic, thereby revealing the artistic fascination

within Taiwanese Hakka “facetious” stories.

Keywords: Folk tales, “facetious” stories, Taiwanese Hakka stories, artistic

characteritics, techniques of expression.
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Crossing the Moon and Jetting the Clouds and Passing Through the Air —
The Writing of Railways in Taiwan's Traditional Chinese Poems during
the Japanese Occupation

Abstract
Taiwan Railway was built in the Qing Dynasty's new policy for
self-improvement and Westernization, and the Keelung-Hsinchu section
railway was built. After the Sino-Japanese War of 1894-1895, Taiwan was
ceded to Japan, and Japan began to reorganize the Keelung-Hsinchu section
of the railway, and continued to build it to Kaohsiung. After 9 years, the
Keelung-Kaohsiung longitudinal railway was finally completed. The

completion of the longitudinal railway will improve Taiwan’s north-south

LB RSB SR LR R Y (SRR
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traffic and complete the one-day living circle between Taipei and Kaohsiung.
During the Japanese Occupation period, Taiwan's classical poetry
developed the most vigorously, and works of various themes were seen. This
research uses traditional Chinese poetry as the main theme of the Taiwan
Railway Crossing Railway. Through the writing of this batch of traditional
Chinese poetry, it explores the details of the combination of new technology
and old traditional culture. The full text is divided into the foreword, the
railway construction in the early days of the Japanese occupation, the
construction of the longitudinal railway presented in Chinese poetry, the
ceremony of the full-pass of the railway, the construction of the sea line and
the development of the towns along the line, the "train" image of the poetry
club, and the station delivery Analyzing the peak of Chinese poetry creation
caused by the welcoming, the mutual visits of poets and friends, and the peak
of the creation of Chinese poetry by train travel, the analysis reveals the
contemporary characteristics of traditional Chinese poetry and railway
writing during the Japanese occupation.
Keywords: Taiwan, Japanese rule, Zongguan railway, Chinese poetry,

traditional poetry
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The "righteousness" of the hero's debate in the polyphonic narrative—
Taking "Viewing the Sea and Clouds" in "Heroes" as an example

Abstract
In martial arts novels, "righteousness" is the main part of the
construction of the heroic image of knights. Whether it is for the country and
the people, the righteousness of the great chivalrous person; the love and
righteousness of giving reward to the liver and the courage; the moral and
righteousness of the sword and the sword when the road sees injustice; the
loyalty of repaying the emperor and knowing the situation, loyalty or

forgiveness and forgiveness The righteousness. They all provide the purpose
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for the spiritual qualities of the heroes in martial arts novels, and create
sufficient behavior patterns and desire motives for their heroic ambitions
and achievements, so that their image characteristics are shining and
glorious. Therefore, there is a saying that "righteousness is not a chivalry,
and chivalry is not righteous." However, in Sun Xiao's book "Heroes", the
traditional concept of chivalry has been deconstructed, and the single-line
chronological narrative structure of "there is always no two things, and only
one person runs through" is also broken. In the book, the four main
protagonists "Guanhaiyunyuan" started to examine and reflect on
"righteousness", and under the author's control and control of "polyphonic
narrative" with their own values, they formed a "public voice" The heroic
defense of "Noisy", "righteousness", staged a rare "soul fighting" in general
martial arts novels.

Keywords @ Sun Xiao ~ { Heroes) ~ Polyphonic narrative ~ Justification
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