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Discourse on the Mei-nong Landscape and Its Usage in the Works of Chung

w0

Tie-min
Han-Chang Fu** » Hui-kun Tsai***
Abstract
Chung Tie-min is the son of the “father of nativist literature,” Chung

Li-ho. Out of respect for the effort his father dedicated to literature, as
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well as due to his own love of literary creation, he followed in his father’s
footsteps and devoted his life to nativist writing. Chung Tie-min grew up
in Mei-nong and resided in the district until the end of his life. In his
work, he upholds his father’s literary concept of genuineness and draws
inspiration from people and events in his daily life, painting a picture of
the environment and customs in Mei-nong after Taiwan’s retrocession.
According to Yu Chao-Wen, “writers construct the settings of stories from
the lands they traverse; needless to say, writers’ homelands are a source
of creative inspiration. Several stories are set in Mei-nong, weaving a
web of hometown memories. With the aid of intertext, readers can
compare and create associations between texts, and search for a more
complete representation of Mei-nong.” It is thus evident that readers can
seek and compare the literary maps within Chung Tie-min’s creations
with those in Chung Li-ho’s works. Under Chung Tie-min’s interpretation,
the geographical space of Mei-nong becomes a place filled with memories
of his childhood, a medium for recording history, and an area recording
changes in rural villages. In other words, Chung Tie-min carries forward
the writing style of Chung Li-Ho, unconsciously leaving a more complete
landscape record for Mei-nong.
Keywords : Chung Tie-min, Mei-nong, Landscape, writing
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